
                           Literature Review checklist                           
   

   

  

• Why did you include some literature and omit others? (only include literature that serves a purpose) 

• Have you emphasised recent developments? 

• Have you included primary and secondary sources? 

• Is all of the literature relevant? 

• Is your bibliographic data complete? 

• Have you organised your material, and is your organisation logical? (could organise by theme, or 

separate methodology from theme/subject) 

• Does detail reflect significance? (if it’s important you should have a lot to write about, less important 

work may require a few lines or just a quick reference)  

• Have you been critical regarding design and methodology? (Would they have got different results with 

different methodology? Was it ethical? How big was the sample size?) 

• Have you indicated inconclusive or contradictory material? 

• Have you indicated the relevance for all of your sections?  

• Has your literature review assisted the reader in understanding the relevance/importance of your topic? 

 


