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Institute of Health & Society
	Accreditation of Prior Learning

Advice for Applicants 




What is accreditation of prior learning (APL)?

This is the generic term used for the award of credits for previous work or study.


The award of credits is determined by the use of two main categories:

APCL
The Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning, i.e. learning for which certification has been awarded by an educational institution or another education/training provider.

APEL
The Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning, i.e. uncertificated learning gained from experience.

General Principles

· Where credits are given they are generally given for learning and not experience alone.

· Credits may be given for prior learning, where the level, standard and content are sufficient and relevant to the course applied for.

· Credit will not normally be given for learning that has taken place more than 5 years previously, unless evidence is available for continuation and extension of that learning.

· Normally the amount of credit from another institution is limited.

· Students may be charged for the award of APL.

Source: Adapted from the University of Worcester Admissions Handbook.

How do I know how many credits I have already?

To gain an honours degree you need to have, or have the equivalent of, the following:

	What?
	How Many?
	Where From?

	Level 4 or certificate level credits
	120

PLUS
	E.g. Nurse registration / Ambulance courses / Foundation degree / HND

	Level 5 or diploma level credits
	120

PLUS
	E.g. Diploma in HE in relevant course. Post qualification courses – E.g.  ENB / APPS at Diploma level.

	Level 6 or honours level credits
	120
	E.g. Ordinary or Unclassified degree.  Post qualification courses

	Total for Hons Degree
	360
	


These 360 credits form an Honours degree award e.g. BSc (Hons) Applied Health Sciences.  Please note Higher Education (HE) Credit levels are now 4, 5 and 6, formerly 1, 2 and 3.

All applicants to complete the Institute of Health & Society APL application form. 

For Masters level accreditation:

Post grad Cert 60
Max credits allowed – 30

Post grad Dip 120 
Max credits allowed – 60 

Masters Degree 180 
Max credits allowed – 120  

How do I know if I need APL?

If you do not have the minimum credits listed on page 1 at levels 4 and 5, or if you are in any doubt about the requirements of access to your chosen degree course, please seek advice. 

Level 6 modules are available in the following format:

1 module for CPD purposes
2 modules for UW Certificate
3 modules for UW Diploma
6 modules for an Honours Degree.  
Who can I talk to about this?

You can contact Maggie Reeves on maggie.reeves@worc.ac.uk who will be able to give you some ideas and advice.  
It’s a very long time since I did any studying how will I cope?

You are not alone! There is a module devised for people who feel just like you.  It is called ‘Academic Skills for Higher Education Courses’ module (APPS2100).  For further details contact Maggie Reeves (e-mail above) or for an application form for this module visit www.worc.ac.uk/courses/howtoapply/774.html or contact Team C, Admissions Office, Registry on admissions@worc.ac.uk (01905) 855111.

How do I apply for APL?

Request an Institute of Health & Society APL form from:

1. Part time Undergraduate courses & Postgraduate courses within IHS, for APL please contact Maggie Reeves (see above) or Team C in the Admissions Office, Registry on: admissions@worc.ac.uk or (01905) 855111.

2. Accelerated Education and pre-registration programmes please contact Team C in the Administration Office, Registry on: admissions@worc.ac.uk or 01905 85111. 

Once the form is completed and returned, an APL advisor will check your claim.  You may be contacted to attend an informal interview to discuss your options.  You will need to bring your relevant supporting evidence, as advised, with you. 

What happens next?
You may be asked to submit further evidence which will be assessed by a designated lecturer.  You will be given tutorial advice as to what is required.  Otherwise, you will receive a letter advising you of what accreditation you have been awarded.  This will also be copied to your personal student file.
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