Study in Europe & ECTS

ECTS, the European Community Course Credit Transfer System, enables European Students to undertake a period of study of between three and twelve months in another European country with full credit transfer on return to the home institution. University of Worcester participates in the European Credit Transfer System.


Please consult the Module directories, Prospectuses and other information about Worcester which should be available in your college or university, as well as this guide, so that you are well informed and prepared for what will be a rewarding and enjoyable experience.

ECTS enables partner institutions to compare and approve their respective course content, thus maintaining standards throughout.

Characteristics of ECTS are:

1. ECTS credits - These are allocated to a course/module of study. They should reflect the workload entailed in a course/module in terms of lectures, practical work, seminars, individual work, examinations etc. 60 ECTS credits represent the full workload of an academic year and 30 ECTS credits represent a Semester's full workload. At the University of Worcester a student is expected to study four modules per Semester and each module is awarded 7.5 credits.

2. ECTS grading scale - This scale provides an internationally comparable grade which is awarded in addition to the institution's grade.
University of Worcester's grading system is measured in Grades A - G (with D being the minimum grade required to achieve a pass).


European International students will be awarded both this Worcester grade and the ECTS grade using the scale below. This will enable the student's home institution to convert their score accurately to that institution's own grading system. Students will thus be awarded two grades, as described, together with 7.5 ECTS credits for each module completed.

ECTS grade Percentage of successful Students normally achieving the grade Definition
A 10 EXCELLENT: outstanding performance with only minor errors
B 25 VERY GOOD: above the average standard with some errors
C 30 GOOD: generally sound work with a number of notable errors
D 25 SATISFACTORY: fair but with significant shortcomings
E 10 SUFFICIENT: performance meets the minimum criteria
FX - FAIL: some more work required before the credit can be awarded
F - FAIL: considerable further work is required.

3. Learning Agreements - These are signed by both the host and home institution at the beginning of the exchange in recognition of the student's planned programme of study.  They record the modules the student intends to study so that the students can be confident that the courses they take abroad will be recognised by their own college/university.


4. Transcript of Records - This is a record of the courses attended and grades awarded during the study period abroad. It enables students to prove what they have achieved in order that credits can be transferred to their home institution.

5. UMS – Undergraduate Modular Scheme – each undergraduate module is equal to 7.5 ECTS Credits.

6. Incoming students - Procedure for application

Students interested in participating in an exchange with University of Worcester will have access to the information about the University at their home institution. Each year the International Office sends out details in the form of the course directory and application forms to every exchange partner institution.

Once students have decided to apply, they must complete an Exchange application form and return it to the International office. 

The form is then passed on to the appropriate Head of Department at the University and approval is sought for the application.. 

If they have not already done so, students now need to choose the modules they wish to study and are advised to have their module choice approved by their home institution. 

The International Office is responsible for passing on students' details to Registry and organising the incoming students' accommodation. 

A letter confirming acceptance as an exchange student is provided for ease of travel through immigration at international border controls. 

For European exchange students, an ECTS form needs to be completed within two weeks of arrival and signed by both the host and the home institution. This guarantees the recognition of the study period abroad. 

On completing the exchange, students are provided with a Transcript of Records. This is a record of the courses attended and grades awarded during the study period abroad. It enables students to prove what they have achieved in order that credits can be transferred to their home institution. 

At the end of the exchange students are required to complete their Student Report Form and return it to their home institution. 

 

Working in Schools - PE / EDUCATION
Any courses which entail working with children in schools require proof of police clearance from a student's home country. Students planning to study Education modules should consult the University on this matter in advance, and students who wish to participate fully in certain modules may be required to provide the appropriate document confirming they have no criminal record. 

