[image: image1.jpg]For further information, please contact:
Sally Jones, Press Officer on 01905 857517 or 07919 293757 or by email at s.jones@worc.ac.uk

www.worcester.ac.uk





September 2011
Journalism Students Make Early Start with Town Councillors
Journalism students at the University or Worcester found themselves in a press conference with Ludlow Town councillors within days of signing up for the course.

Twenty four students studying BA (Hons) Journalism went on a field trip to Ludlow during Freshers’ Week and found themselves in a civic reception in the town’s Assembly Rooms.

The students had been tasked with identifying news stories about the historic Shropshire town, which is currently enjoying a tourism boom.

After a question and answer session with Deputy Mayor Jeffry Wilcox and Councillors Vivienne Parry and Jim Smithers the students enjoyed refreshments and a chance for an informal chat.

Journalism lecturer Christine Challand, who organised the civic reception, said: “It was a great opportunity for the students to get a feel for what it is like to be a journalist.”

Christine, who also works as a freelance journalist for the national press, said the students then worked in groups to gather information and will feedback in the first taught session.

Student Aniesa Mirreh said:” It was a great start to the course and it made me feel like a journalist straight away. Being in a group made me feel more comfortable and we were able to share Interviewing tactics. We were learning straight away. It gave me an insight into what the future could be.”

Student Robert Mann, who brought along a small camcorder to record the press conference, said: “Being able to scour the area to find the stories out of nowhere was really fun and it gave us the chance to explore how we talk to people and how they respond. It’s been really good to be able to get straight into reporting events.”

Claire Wolfe, Subject leader in Journalism, said: “The whole ethos of the course is to get students engaged with real situations and to pick up valuable skills that will help them to stand out from the crowd.

“We are extremely grateful to Ludlow Town Council for being so helpful and helping to give the students such a great start.”

-ENDS-
Notes to Editors

1. The University of Worcester has had the highest overall graduate employment rate for any university in the West Midlands over the past three years. In these three years, it has been first twice and second once. In 2010 it had the 6th best graduate employment rate in the country and has never been out of the top 20 nationally.
2. The University has been growing in popularity faster than any other in the UK, with applications rising seven times faster than the national average over the past seven years. Applications for 2011 are up 10.3% compared to 1.5% nationally.
3. In September 2010 the University opened its new Worcester City Centre second campus in the fully refurbished, historic buildings of the former Worcester Royal Infirmary, where the British Medical Association was founded in 1832. State-of-the-art new teaching facilities and high quality student accommodation have been created. The University has also purchased a prime site in the City where it is developing a state-of-the-art sports arena and teaching facilities. The first building on this site opened in July 2010. The University aims to complete the new sports arena, which is purpose designed to be able to fully include mobility impaired and wheelchair athletes, within the next 18 months. The University has also begun development of University Park, a 47 acre site one mile from the University’s St. John’s campus, where it is creating a Science, Business, Health and Enterprise Park over the next 10 years.

4. In partnership with Worcestershire County Council and City Council, the University of Worcester is creating Europe’s first fully integrated public and university library. The exterior of the new library and history centre, is already constructed and glazed. The Library will open fully in 2012.

5. The University is home to the National Pollen and Aerobiology Research Unit, which, in partnership with the Met Office, provides the UK’s pollen forecasts and assists police with important pollen-related forensic evidence.
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