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Studying the Biological 

Sciences 



 

Inspired teaching 
We are committed to delivering high-quality teaching, which is why our lecturers 

are not only are actively engaged in scientific research, but 93% also have  

teaching qualifications. 

 

“I believe that the excellent  

facilities, strong practical based  

content of the course and the  

enthusiasm and support that the staff 

give to students at Worcester gave 

me all of the skills that were needed 

to continue my studies as a PhD  

student.” 

 

“I really enjoyed being at a 

smaller university with smaller 

class sizes, getting the attention 

of the professors and the  

support of the University and 

the staff.” 
 



 

Facilities & Resources 
At Worcester, one of the many strengths of our programmes is a strong emphasis on 

practical learning, supported by excellent facilities and staff.  

“The University houses  

cutting-edge lab facilities, 

produces consistently  

high-quality research  

practical classes to help 

hone your own research 

skills and offers a diverse 

range of modules tailored 

to your own interests.” 



 

 

 

 



 

Employability 
We’re proud of our graduates and their outstanding employment record. 94.9% of 

our graduates go into work or further education within six months of graduating. 



 

Graduate destinations 
Our courses prepare you to embark upon a range of graduate career paths, from 

scientific research, to teaching and industrial and public sector work.  

 



 

Supporting your learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If it wasn’t for the sup-

port of the University and 

the staff and the time 

they have spent with me I 

wouldn’t have stayed as 

motivated and competi-

tive as I have for the last 

three years .” 



 

Information & Learning 

Services 



 

Students as partners 
We work closely with our students, providing opportunities for them to enrich 

their degree course and their employability skills.  

 

“I am hoping to pursue a career in conservation; 

this project has given me the opportunity to  

experience of the combination of fieldwork, data 

collection and providing practical conservation 

management recommendations to partner  

organisations.” 

“I have been elected as a Course 

Rep for my Biology BSc course, 

which means that I take issues 

concerning students and raise 

them at departmental meetings—

it’s great that we have a way to 

voice our opinions.” 



 

Environment & 

Sustainability 

 

We take our sustainability responsibilities seriously 

and have achieved high recognition as a result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Course  

structure 



 

Biological Science degree 

combinations 

Our degrees are designed to be flexible, allowing you to specialise or keep your   

interests wider if you prefer. 

"My degree pathway is specialised in Human Biology, however, the modular degree 

programme at the University of Worcester provided me with the opportunity to 

study a wide variety of modules including plant biology, nutrition and  

microbiology. This was great as it meant I could tailor my degree to my interests, it 

also gave me the flexibility to change direction whilst I was discovering new areas 

of interest.” 

“I really enjoy studying on a joint 

honours degree. I feel it has 

broadened the avenues that I 

could go down in the future. What 

I like about Worcester, is that 

there is a wealth of countryside 

surrounding the city, which pro-

vides many interesting field 

trips.” 

“I was never too sure about which field of 

Biology I wanted to specialise in and so I 

chose to study the broad Biology degree 

offered at the University of Worcester as I 

could select from a wide range of  

different modules to study. The  

combination of ecology and  

environmental topics along with the more 

cell and genetic-based topics provide an 

interesting and refreshing mix and has 

helped me to identify which field I would 

like to study further”  

 



 

BSc Biology (Hons) 
Biology is one of the most actively changing subjects in the sciences, with          

biologists constantly seeking solutions to the many challenges that shape our 

world. 

“The BSc Biology degree is a   

really good mixture of lab, 

field and academic work. I am 

particularly interested in     

genetics and microbiology, but 

the Environmental Science 

module was one of my            

favourites.”  
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BSc Biology Module structure 
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BSc Biochemistry (Hons) 

Discover the molecular machinery that lies at the heart of the cell and drives all 

living organisms.  
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BSc Biochemistry Module structure 
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BSc Animal Biology 

(Hons) 
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From the phenomenon of evolution to our curiosity regarding animal behaviour, 

we have always found ourselves enthralled by the wonders of the animal  

kingdom.  

 

“I am so grateful for the people 

and support I have received from 

Worcester even years  

after graduating!” 



 

BSc Animal Biology Module structure 
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BSc Human Biology 

(Hons) 
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We are living through an age of unprecedented scientific discovery, with the mapping 

of the human genome and the potential of stem cell research revolutionising our  

understanding of how our bodies work. By studying Human Biology at Worcester, 

you can help shape this future. 

 

“I started off doing the broad Biology 

BSc, but I changed my pathway as I 

discovered which areas I found  

particularly interesting. That’s the 

amazing thing about the course you 

study so many diverse topics, from 

genetics to microbiology, but you still 

study in depth, with a strong  

practical element.” 



 

BSc Human Biology Module structure 
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Admissions policy 
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Integrated 

Masters 
MBiol Biochemistry (C7C2) 

MBiol Biology (C1C1) 

MBiol Animal Biology (C1C3) 

MBiol Human Biology (CC11) 

Many of our Biological Science awards are also available as four‐year integrated 

masters courses aimed at developing the skills needs for a career in pure or  

applied research (e.g. PhD study or working in industry).  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Integrated Masters module structure (Level 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This unique module offers students valuable insights, training and experience of  

applied and commercial research.  

 

Commercial Scientific Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supporting student research 

 

Many of our students aim to go into scientific research. In addition to the training 

integral to their degree programme, we also help them to apply for external  

funding for their own research projects.  

 

 



 

Aerobiology Research 

We produce and supply the pollen forecasts for the UK in conjunction with the 

Met Office in our specialist research unit situated in the Charles Darwin Research 

Laboratories. 

Professor Carsten Skjøth 



 

Ecology & Environmental 

Research 
The Ecology & Environmental Research Group (EERG) focuses on two  

complementary research themes: Wildlife Management and the delivery of  

Ecosystem Services within the farmed landscape. 

 

 

Bumblebee populations have declined 

dramatically in the UK, with two  

species going extinct since 1940. Dr 

Kate Ashbrook’s research, in  

collaboration with the Bumblebee  

Conservation Trust, focuses on using 

statistical modelling to develop  

evidence-based conservation  

management strategies to protect and 

conserve our most threatened species. 



 

Biomedical Research 
We aim to promote multi-disciplinary Biomedical Science research, fostering  

collaborations between staff, students and local organisations to address the  

major health issues of our time. 

Dr Amy Cherry’s research 

focuses on the role of  

protein structure in disease. 

She studies proteins  

involved in the hedgehog 

signalling pathway which 

send messages to cells,  

telling them to grow and divide. When these  

proteins are overactive they can cause many 

types of cancer and can be used as targets for the 

development of anticancer treatments. 

Acute Myeloid Leukaemia is an 

aggressive blood cancer caused 

by the proliferation of  

immature myeloid cells. Dr  

Steve Coles’ research focuses 

on the role of the immune  

system in the treatment of this 

cancer, specifically how Natural Killer Cells kill  

cancerous cells and what biochemical  

mechanisms they may use to resist being killed.  



 

Pedagogical Research 
The University of Worcester aims to provide high-quality and inclusive teaching. 

Our research focuses on developing novel ways to engage learners as they  

progress through their degree.  

Bioinformatics brings together  

Biology, Mathematics and Computer 

Science, to analyse and interpret  

biological data, producing some of the 

most exciting scientific discoveries in 

the last decade. To engage A-Level  

students, we developed an e-book for 

teaching evolution using some of the 

tools of this fast-paced research area.  
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